Appl. No. 10/685,183 

Amendment dated October 12, 2004 

Amendments to the Claims; 

Please cancel claims 11-12 and amend claims 1-10 and 13-21 as shown in the listing of 
claims that follows. This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of 
claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (Currently amended) A biologically active agent, wherein the agent is a 
compound of the formula: 

O 

II 

(CH2)^-(CCH2VS-Z 

n 

A-(CH2X^„ 
wherein 

n is 1 or 2; 
t isOorl; 

m is 0 and r is 1, or m is 1 and r is 0; 

A is phenyl, unsubstituted or substituted by 1 or 2 groups selected from: halo, alkyl 
having 1 or 2 carbon atoms, perfluoromethyl, alkoxy having 1 or 2 carbon atoms, 
and perfluoromethoxy; or 
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cycloalkyl having from 3 to 6 ring carbon atoms wherein the cycloalkyl is 
unsubstituted or one or two ring carbons are mono-substituted by methyl or ethyl; 

Of 

a 5 or 6 member e d het e roaromatic ring having 1 or 2 ring h e t e roatoms select e d 
from N, S and O and the heteroaromatic ring is covalently bound to the remainder 
of the compound of formula II by a ring carbon; 
Z is 

— CHjCHCOjR^ 
is hydrogen or alkyl having from 1 to 7 carbon atoms; 
is hydrogen; -NHCOOC(CH3)3; -NHCH3; or -NHCH2CH3; 
or when R^ is hydrogen, a pharmaceutically acceptable salt of the compound. 

2. (Currently amended) The ageftt -compound or salt of claim 1, wherein A is 
cycloalkyl having from 3 to 6 ring carbon atoms wherein the cycloalkyl is unsubstituted 
or one or both of the ring carbons adjacent to the remainder of the compound of formula 
II are mono-substituted by methyl or ethyl. 

3. (Currently amended) The compound or salt a ^seftH)f claim 1, wherein A is 
phenyl, unsubstituted or substituted by 1 or 2 groups selected from: fluoro, alkyl having 1 
or 2 carbon atoms, perfluoromethyl, alkoxy having 1 or 2 carbon atoms, and 
perfluoromethoxy. 

4. (Currentiy amended) The biological I v active agent c ompound of claim 3, wherein 
the agent is a compound o f represented bv the formula: 
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wherein 

m is 0 or 1 ; 
r isOorl; 

Z is 

r , 

— CH2CHCO2R* 

is hydrogen or alkyl having from 1 to 7 carbon atoms; 
R"^ is hydrogen; -NHCOOC(CH3)3; -NHCH3; or -NHCH2CH3; 
R^ is hydrogen or halo; 

or when R^ is hydrogen, a pharmaceutical! y acceptable salt of the compound. 

5. (Currently amended) The compound or salt ft geftt-of claim 4, wherein R^ is 
hydrogen or ethyl. 
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6. (Currently amended) The compound or salt a geftf-of claim 5, wherein the 
compound is 3-[(4-(2-fluorobenzyloxy)phenyl)-methylthio]propionic acid. 

7. (Currently amended) The compound or salt a igef^t-of claim 5, wherein the 
compound is 3-[(4-(2,6-difluorobenzyloxy)phenyl)-methylthio]propionic acid. 

8. (Currently amended) The compound or salt a gent-of claim 5, wherein the 
compound is (2RS) 2-(N-Boc)-3-[2-(4-(2,6-difluorobenzyloxy)phenyl)-2- 
oxoethyljthiopropionic acid. 

9. (Currently amended) A biologically active agent, wherein the agent is a 
compound of the formula: 




wherein 



n is 1 or 2; 

is hydrogen or alkyl having from 1 to 7 carbon atoms; 
R^"* is hydroxy or hydrogen; and 

A is phenyl, unsub s titut e d or substituted by 1 or 2 groups s e lect e d from halo, alkyl 
having 1 or 2 carbon atoms, perfluoromethyl, alkoxy having 1 or 2 coibon atoms, 
and perFluoromethoxy; or 
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cycloalkyl having from 3 to 6 ring carbon atoms wherein the cycloalkyl is 
unsubstituted or one or two ring carbons are independently mono-substituted by 
methyl or ethyl; ef 

a 5 or 6 membered heteroaromatic ring having 1 or 2 ring het e roatoms select e d 
from N, S and O and the heteroaroniatic ring is covalently bound to the remainder 
of the compound of formula V by a ring carbon; 

or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt of the compound. 

10. (Currently amended) The biologicallv active ag e nt compound of claim 9, wherein 
the agent is a compound o f represented by the formula: 



A(CH 




wherein 



is 1 or 2; 



is hydrogen or alkyl having from 1 to 7 carbon atoms; 



is phenyl, unsubstituted or substituted by 1 or 2 groups selected from halo, alkyl 
having 1 or 2 carbon atoms, perfluoromethyi, alkoxy having 1 or 2 carbon atoms, 
and peifluoromethoxy; or 

cycloalkyl having from 3 to 6 ring carbon atoms wherein the cycloalkyl is 
unsubstituted or one or two ring carbons are independently mono-substituted by 
methyl or ethyl; ef 
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a 5 or 6 m e mbered heteroaromatic ring having 1 or 2 ring heteroatoms selected 
from N, S and O and the heteroaromatic ring is covalently bound to the remaind e r 
of the compound of formula V by a ring cai'bon; 

or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt of the compound. 

Claims 11 and 12 (canceled). 

13. (Currently amended) The agent of claim 12, wherein th e A compound^ is ethyl 2- 
hydroxy-4-oxo-4-(4-(2,6-difluorobenzyloxy)phenyl) but-2-enoate , or a pharmaceutically 
acceptable salt thereof . 

14. (Currently amended) The agent of claim 9, wherein the A compound^ ie4-(3-(2,6- 
Dimethylbenzyloxy)phenyl)-4-oxo-2-butenoic aci d, or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt 
thereof . 

15. (Currently amended) A biologically active agent, wherein the agent is a 
compound of the formula: 




XCI 



wherein 

n is 1 or 2; 

is hydrogen or alkyl having from 1 to 3 carbon atoms; and 
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A is phenyl, unsubstituted or substituted by 1 or 2 groups selected from halo, alkyl 
having 1 or 2 carbon atoms, perfluoromethyl, alkoxy having 1 or 2 carbon atoms, 
and perfluoromethoxy; or 

cycloalkyl having from 3 to 6 ring carbon atoms wherein the cycloalkyl is 
unsubstituted or one or two ring carbons are independently mono-substituted by 
methyl or ethyl; er 

a 5 or 6 membered heteroaromatic ring having 1 or 2 ring heteroatoms selected 
from N, S and O and the het e roaromatic ring is coval e ntly bound to the remainder 
of the compound of formula XCI by a ring carbon; 

or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt of the compound. 

16. (Currently amended) The a^^eft H:ompound or salt of claim 15, wherein the 
compound is 4-(3-(2,6-Dimethylbenzyloxy)phenyl)-3-butenoic acid. 

17. (Currently amended) A biologically activ e agent, wherein th e ag e nt is a 
compound of the formula: 




CXVI 



wherein 



n is 1 or 2; 

is hydrogen or alkyl having from 1 to 3 carbon atoms; and 

A is phenyl , unsubstituted or substituted by 1 or 2 groups selected from halo, alkyl 
having 1 or 2 carbon atoms, perfluoromethyl, alkoxy having 1 or 2 carbon atoms, 
and perfluoromethoxy; or 
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cycloalkyl having from 3 to 6 ring carbon atoms wherein the cycloalkyl is 
unsubstituted or one or two ring carbons are independently mono-substituted by 
methyl or ethyl; of 

a 5 or 6 memb e r e d het e roaromatic ring having 1 or 2 ring h e t e roatoms select e d 
from N, S and O and the heteroaroniatic ring is covalently bound to the remainder 
of the compound of formula CXVI by a ring carbon; 

or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt of the compound. 

18. (Currently amended) The compound or salt tt gent-of claim 17, wherein the 
compound is 4-(3-(2,6-Dimethylbenzyloxy)phenyl)butyric acid. 

19. (Currently amended) A biologically active agent, wherein the agent is a 
compound of the formula: 

O 



A(CH2)„ N 




cxvn 



wherein 



n is 0, 1 or 2; 



is hydrogen or alkyl having from 1 to 3 carbon atoms; 



R^^ is hydrogen or alkyl having from 1 to 3 carbon atoms; 



R^ is hydrogen, halo, hydroxy, or alkoxy having from 1 to 3 carbon atoms; 
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A is phenyl, unsubstituted or substituted by 1 or 2 groups selected from halo, alkyl 
having 1 or 2 carbon atoms, perfluoromethyl, alkoxy having 1 or 2 carbon atoms, 
and perfluoromethoxy; or 

cycloalkyl having from 3 to 6 ring carbon atoms wherein the cycloalkyl is 
unsubstituted or one or two ring carbons are independently mono-substituted by 
methyl or ethyl; of 

a 5 or 6 membered heteroaromatic ring having 1 or 2 ring heteroatoms s e lected 
from N, S and O and th e h e teroaromatic ring is coval e ntly bound to the remaind e r 
of the compound of fonnula I by a ring carbon; 

or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt of the compound. 

20. (Currently amended) The compound or salt a geftfof claim 19, wherein the 
compound is 4-{3-[((4-Trifluoromethylbenzylamino)-carbonyl)-4-methoxy]phenyl}-4- 
oxobutyric acid. 

21. (Currently amended) The compound or salt a geftH)f claim 19, wherein the 
compound is 4-{3-[((2,6-Dimethyllbenzylamino)-carbonyl)-4-methoxy]phenyl}-4- 
oxobutyric acid. 
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